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SUBJECT: VISIT OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 0174 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
(MAJOR AND LICENCIADO) ALVARO ERNESTO MARTINEZ, WHICH SHOULD BE 
IN SPANISH: 

MR. MINISTER, I AM PLEASED FINALLY TO BE ABLE TO VISIT 
YOUR BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY AND TO REPAY THE VISITS YOU, THE PRES- 
IDENT, VICE PRESIDENT AND OTHERS HAVE MADE TO THE UNITED STATES 
AND TO ME PERSONALLY. 

WE HAVE HAD PROBLEMS AND MORE MAY BE ON THE HORIZON BUT I 
AM CONFIDENT THAT WITH THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDLY COOPERATION 
BASED ON MUTUAL INTEREST THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED OUR RELATIONS 
FO ALMOST A CENTURY AND A HALF WE CAN RESOLVE ALL PROBLEMS 
THAT MAY ARISE. 

I KNOW THAT ONE PROBLEM EL SALVADOR HAS HAD IS ITS RELATIONS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 00228 171819Z 

WITH ITS NEIGHBOR, HONDURAS. THIS PROBLEM HAS CONCERNED US 
ALSO SINCE WE BELIEVE THAT ONLY THROUGH PEACEFUL RELATIONS 
AMONG ALL OUR COUNTRIES CAN DEVELOPMENT AND WELL-BEING OF OUR 
PEOPLES BE PROMOTED. WE ARE PREPARED TO CONTINUE TO LEND ALL 
POSSIBLE SUPPORT THROUGHT THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 
FOR A SETTLEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. WE ARE GRATIFIED TO 
SEE THE EVIDENCES OF GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES AND WISH AN EARLY 
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SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION OF THE MEDIATION EFFORT SO THAT NORMAL 
RELATIONS MAY QUICKLY BE RESTORED. 

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND EL SALVADOR 
DURING THE PAST YEAR HAVE BEEN CHARACTERIZED BY STRONG EMPHASIS 
ON THE ISSUE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THIS HAS ALSO BEEN MANIFESTED IN 
OUR INCREASED CONCERN WORLDWIDE AS WELL AS HERE OVER TREAT- 
MENT OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. WE HAVE NOTED AND MADE A STRONG POINT 
IN THE REQUIRED REPORT TO THE US CONGRESS OF THE IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE SITUATION IN EL SALAVADOR SINCE THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION 
TOOK OVER LAST JULY 1. 

WE ARE SINCERELY HOPEFUL, AND CONFIDENT, THE IMPROVE- 
MENT WE HAVE NOTED CAN CONTINUE AND THT PERVASIVE DOUBTS 
ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS OBSERVANCE IN EL SALVADOR CAN BE DISPELLED. 

WE APPRECIATE THE THOUGHTFUL RESPONSES TO OUR APPEALS FOR 
OBSERVANCE OF THE REQUIREMENTS IN THE VIENNA CONVENTION ON CON- 
SULAR RELATIONS ON CONSULAR NOTIFICATION IN CASES OF DETENTION 
OF AMERICAN CITIZENS. WE NOTE THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 
HAS AGAIN MADE FORMAL APPROACHES TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE 
TO ASSURE THAT MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY FORCES ARE INFORMED ON 
THE PROCEDURES IN CASES OF DETENTION OF FOREIGNERS. WE ARE STILL 
FRANKLY CONCERNED OVER THE REPEATED FAILURE TO GIVE PROPER NOTICES, 
AND F REPORTS OF MISTREATMENT, AND URGE THAT YOU FOLLOW UP 
TO INSURE VIGOROUS ACTION ON THE PART OF SECURITY FORCES TO 
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PREVENT REOCCURRENCES IN THE FUTURE. I WOULD REMARK THAT EARLY 
APPEARANCE OF THE US CONSUL ON THE SCENE IS IN YOUR OWN INTEREST 
SINCE ACCUSATIONS OF MISTREATMENT CAN BE RESOLVED IMMEDIATELY 
AND FABRICATION OF STORIES OF MISTREATMENT CAN BE PREVENTED. 

2. IF TRANSLATION OF POINTS ARE REQUIRED PLEASE INFORM EMBASSY. 

DEVINE 
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